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March ZJ , 198 I 

ARGENTINA PSOJECT'(S200000044) 

U5. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS \ 

The Honorabls Aleiahder H a i^-fP ^rafeld Director _ 

SecretaPT of State ^Release ( OExcse. () Deny 

Department of State Exemptimfe):^ - 

Haahin«ton, D.C. 20520 Declassify^ )InPan ( )InI^dll . 

( ) Classify as ( ) Extend as _ ( ) Dcwngiade to _ 

Date Declassify on Reason 


Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Aa a result of ay recent trip to Argentina, I hare ra«alv«4v:: 
sereral letters froai a variety of sources conoepalag the 
disappearance of a nuaber of young Argentinian men aad voaM, 
none of then highly talented professionals. . . " 

These letters reflect the high probability that theaa yeaBr'-: 
eeople are dead. The fate of persons abducted Is generally 
considered to be torture and death. Bearings held last yesr tnt.~ ~ 
the phenoaenon of disappearances clearly deaosstrate that 
disappearances result in icillisgs, that the Tiotla is deprlTed of 
life and liberty without trial or the possibility of eonnael or. 
appeal, and that gorerenents that practice abductions Tlotlalse 
faailies by beeping then in 3 state of agony and nneertainty. 

Cae letter alleges that there have been 20,000 to 30,000 
cases of disappeared persons ir. Irgentina. A recent press 
release of the Organization of Aiserioan States places this figure 
at between 5,000 and 20,000 oases since 1975. 


Disappearances eoastltote a for: of terrorism exercised by 
the state against its enables. The pnehccenon is not unknown in 
modarc history as the Stalinist purges and the abduction and aasa 
genocide of Jews in Gercaoy 1 0 the I 53 "'z demonstrate. As this 
Ad minis 0 r a t i 0 h launches its attack against terrorism, it must do 
so ih the context of a policy that regaroe disappearances as a 
fore of terrcrlsa. I do net think that we can close our eyes to 
the phencaena in Argentina. 

I treat you would agree that ieportant U.S. interests 
relative to Argentina can teat he achieved to the extent that 
these c one erne are properly reviewed and satisfied. 


IE 


Bosorable Alesaoder Balg 
March 2T, ’981 
Page Tvo 


AceordlBgly I requeat If |>oa3lU« 

proTido a report oe. the statna of the fellowlp* 

have been reported aa haTing diaappearsdt ' - 

- Joan CarlpB Matlra ■ ■■ 

Daniel Edaardo Bender aky 
tabin Alberto Stoekdale 
Guataro Maroelo ’ 

Maria Gabrlelo 
Mirta Belida Sehwalb 
Jorge Marcelo Dyaael 
Haurlclo Fabian Velnateln 

Enclosed are copies of the translations of rarlona lettere 
sent to Be on their behalf, 

Thank you for your consideration of this serlona and 
distressing situation. 



Vlth best wishes, I res 


Sincerely yours, 



